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STILL MIXING THINGS. | 


BY A. J. HOWE, M. D. 

Messrs. Epitors: In your February issue is a communication 
headed “ Colorless Hydrastis,” by J. G. Pierce, M. D., and the 
article is ereditably written. The exception I take is that the 
aim seems to be to extol a single remedy, yet the illustration of 
the good uses of the drug is exhibited in combination with sev- 
eral other medicines, all reputed to be excellent medicaments for 
the morbid states reported to be cured by colorless hydrastis. 
‘The association and combination in one case, embraces nux and 
podophyllum, two agents that in a measure antidote each other, 
hence, one or the other, or both, better be left out; then Lloyd’s 
hydrastis would be left to itself, to test what it might do. 
I would prefer nux alone to the compound, or to any one of 
the other agents singly displayed. Then lacto-peptine was taken 
after each meal, which by itself might accomplish all that was 
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claimed for colorless hydrastis. If there be anything but non- 
sense in thus mixing things, I fail to see it. 

The second formula of Dr. Pierce has not all the faults of the 
first, yet does not prove what hydrastis might and might not do, © 
if exhibited alone. Hydrastis is in itself a complex mixture, as 
Professor Lloyd well knows, and has often shown, but that is not. 
an argument in favor of still greater complexity and complication. 
Besides, as you in an editoral have pointedly said, the patients 
may have gotten well on “bread and milk.” What the pro- 
fession wants to know in regard to medicines is what each will 
do when displayed alone, and not that the patient gets well after 
taking several kinds of medicines mixed into a mess. If color- 
less hydrastis has any virtues that other medicines do not 
possess, why, let the facts be known. For instance, we know 
that nux will relieve certain forms of dyspepsia—that the agents 
act satisfactorily well-—now will hydrastis do better than nux? 
To know in what particular hydrastis beats nux, in a given mor- 
bid state, is what I have long desired to ascertain‘ long sought 
but never found.” To display either drug with bismuth and 
_lacto-peptine forces no proof to the front. What the medical 
world wants, is better rifle practice, and less monkeying with a 
_ shot-gun loaded with slugs, gravel, and white beans. The advo- 
cate of loading a fowling-piece heavily with promiscuous mis- 
siles, and of .blazing away after the eyes are shut, is that he 
brings down more game than can be obtained in ordinary rifle 
- shooting, but the argument is worth nothing, the comparison is 
useless, for in shooting a quail we do not care to wound a crow, 
lame a coon, and stir up a blackbird; we want the game, and 
nothing more. 

The chemist to elaborate a distinctive agent, has to exclude in- 
ert matter and neutralizing agencies; he has to be exact in all his 
methods. And measurably so is it in therapeutics. We must 
make reliable provings, sorting the symptoms, and generalizing 
with the keenest discrimination. Hap-hazard prescribing has 
been the besetting sin of Eclectics; and it does harm to disguise 
the fact, unpleasant though the disclosure be. 
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PREJUDICE. 


BY JOHN FEARN, M. D., OAKLAND, CAL. 


_ AccoRDING to good authority the meaning of the word preju- 
dice may be stated as follows: 1. ‘‘ An opinion or decision of 
mind, formed without due examination of the facts or arguments 


which are necessary to a just and impartial determination. 2. 
To prepossess with unexamined opinions, to bias the mind by 


hasty and incorrect notions and give it an unreasonable bent to 
one side or other of a cause.” If this be a true explanation of 


the term heading this article—and we think no sane person will 


deny its truth—then we can easily see how that the bitterest 


feuds this world has ever known, whether in politics, medicine, 


or religion, have been caused by prejudice. The majority of men 
belonging to either of the great political parties in this country 
to-day belong to those parties, not because they have reasoned 


out the problem of politics themselves, but they have taken their 
_ political bias (which in this case is only another word for preju- 


_ dtce) from their’ fathers and associates; the color was given to 


their politics as they sat with their feet under their fathers’ table, 


And so many a physician who seems narrow and bigoted, who 
brands many things in the materia medica as hurtful, which 

we deem to be very useful. He owes that narrowness and igno- 

rance not to individual research, but to early training; he has 
been prepossessed by his teachers with unexamined opinions. 
These thoughts have arisen in my mind from reading the account 
of acoroner’s inquest in the town of Derby, England, during the 
year 1886. Briefly, the case was as follows: Frederick Johnson, a 


child two years old, was taken sick with cough and inflammation 


of the lungs. The parents applied to a medical botanist, one 
‘John Warner;” this gentleman sold them a bottle of. syrup of 
lobelia. This appears to have been a weak expectorant about 
13 of vinegar of lobelia to one pint of syrup. In a few days 
after this the child passed into the hands of an allopathic physi- 
cian, one ‘“W. H. Wright, surgeon.” On the second day of his 
care the child died, and when he learned that lobelia had been 
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used, he called an inquest, at this inquiry. The said W. H. 
Wright stated that when he learned that syrup of lobelia had 


. been administered, he informed the mother that lobelia was a 


most dangerous drug. He declared that in his opinion the death 
of the child had been accelerated by the use of obelia. He was of 
opinion it wasa most dangerous drug, and during the eighteen years 
he had been in practice, he had never heard of it being prescribed; 
in fact it was so dangerous doctors would not have lobelia in their 


_ surgeries. He had known cases where it had caused death. This 


courageous surgeon. who was so afraid of lobelia that he durst not 
keep it in his surgery, when asked how much lobelia he would 


consider a dangerous dose, said he did not know. Can you 


doubt this when he admits that in eighteen yom practice he had 
never heard of it being prescribed ? 


In his college days he had been taught by men who had never 


used it, that it was a deadly drug, and he believed them; since 


then he had read articles written by medical men who had never 


used it; they stated that it was a deadly drug and he believed 


them. Let us be charitable with this redoubtable “Surgeon 
Wright ;” his preceptors were to blame, they had biased his mind, 


they bad prejudiced him; and he without reasoning or reflection 


took their opinions without the customary cum grano salis. The 
parents witnessed to the fact that the child was improved by the 


use of the lobelia, that it coughed less, expectorated more easily, 
that in fact the little lobelia that the child took improved it. 


Mr. Warner was put on the stand (he has been known for years 
as an active member of an evangelical church). He stated that 


the amount of lobelia the child had taken in the four doses used 
would not exceed two grains; that he had been using lobelia 
for many years, had taken as much as sixty grains himself, when 


in delicate health, yet suffered no harm. 

The coroner, who, by the by, seems to be a “sill old school 
devotee, after arraying himself to the last ounce in his official 
dignity, delivered himself of that very old chestnut from Tay- 
lor’s “ Medical Jurisprudence,” which declares that a man once 
lost his life by swallowing one drachm of lobelia, etc. But in 
spite of the fact that very unfair advantage was taken by the 
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coroner to prejudice the minds of the jury as against Mr. War- 
ner, the herbalist, the jury very properly refused to convict him, 
and he went free. A very different course to that pursued by 
Mr. Coroner ‘ Close’ was that followed by the late Mr. Justice 
Williams, in January, 1884. A case was being tried in which it 
was sought to prove that a person had been damaged by the ad- 
ministration of lobelia, this lobelia not being given by a member > 
of the dominant school. For the prosecution Dr. Whitmarsh 


and Dr. Stevenson stated that they regarded twenty-eight grains | 
of lobelia as a dangerous dose; “evidently they had no practical 
experience with it.”” For the defense, Dr. Stowell, Dr. Larkin, q : 
and others, “Eclectics,” were called; they stated that they had been : 
using lobelia for from twenty-five to forty years; they had given : 
it in sixty-grain doses repeatedly, and had seen no ill effects fol- i ; 
low. In summing up the case the judge, referring to the state- { a 
ments of Dr. Whitmarsh and Stevenson, said neither of them 1 : 
mentioned any actual facts as coming under their own observation ae 
with regard to lobelia, but they had merely given extracts from MM | i 
books—those books might be very valuable, but when they came i 7 
to be challenged upon a particular theory, they must be sup- t fi; : 
ported by facts, not books. They, the prossoation, relied upon | i | i. 
opinions cited from books. The defense relied — hard facts } i : 
derived from actual experience. y 
Bravo, Mr. Justice Williams! Evidently he was a judge who || | : 

in this case knew nothing of prejudice ; he held the scales of iy : a 


justice fairly. Books are good; but when the theories of books 
are diametrically opposed to the hard facts gained by daily ex- 


perience, then change the books—the facts of experience cannot Bi 
be easily changed. 
conclusion, do not mistake my position; while believe 
lobelia in its place to be one of the grandest remedies we have, if nat 
it is used with good judgment, yet I do not belong to that class Fa 
of physicians who are continually puking their patients with this a 
drug, who are never satisfied unless they are feeding their 41a 
patients at both ends with it. Some physicians never think of 1 | 
this remedy without associating it with vomiting. I make bold an 
to say that although as an emetic itis one of the best we can use, a 
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— 


yet emesis is but a small part of the work to be done with it. 
_ And I will hazard the assertion if physicians were but thoroughly 
conversant with its action in small doses, where they use it 


once as an emetic, they would use it a thousand times at least for 
other purposes. 


LET US PULL TOGETHER. 


BY A PHARMACIST. 


THE use of proprietary medicines dubbed “Elegant Pharma- 
ceutical Preparations,” has become so common that any man of 
ordinary intelligence can step out of the field, workshop, or 
_ general goods store and become a drug clerk on very short notice. 

In years past a man was expected to prepare himself by a 
long and arduous course of study and an apprenticeship of three 
or more years, with little or no pay, to be considered competent 
to take a position behind the B case and proficient in the com- 
pounding of medicine pr escribed by physicians. 

The difference is obvious to the initiated. Then it was to 
compound prescriptions, to-day it is to fill the order of the phy- 
sician. I will not undertake to say who are the most to 
blame for the existing state of affairs, the physician or the phar- 
macist. Is the physician? Does he place more confidence in the 
well-advertised preparations of a house of which he often knows © 
nothing than in the products of an experienced druggist pre- 
pared after his (the physician’s) own formula? Or is it the 
druggist, who, through lack of ability or energy does not as 
carefully or honestly make his mixture, so that it is as reliable 
and palatable as that prepared by the large firm? _ 

In my opinion the fault exists on both sides. A. physician 
receives from some Eastern pharmaceutical firm a sample of a 
compound accompanied by a glowing advertisement of its many 
virtues. It also has a formula attached. Is it the formula? If 
so, why can’t any competent pharmacist so combine the drugs as 
to secure the same result? But the doctor with more confidence 
in this unknown advertising house than in his own druggist, im- 
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mediately prescribes a quantity of the nostrum to experiment on 
some poor devil who is paying him for what he is supposed to 
know. Considering their ignorance of medicine, is it surprising 
that the general public take to the humbug patents so exten- 


sively advertised for all the ills that flesh is heir to, when the 


intelligent physician is so readily induced to prescribe these so- 
called proprietary articles? And can you wonder that the drug- 
gist assists in the sale of the patents when his profits are as large 


on the sale of an article of this class as on the & of the afore-— 


said physician. The time and trouble are also less for the lazy 
druggist, as he is not obliged to transfer from one. bottle to the 
other, or soak off the label and substitute the signature of the 
prescriber. 

_ The circular, with the sample, usually sets forth the dose, 
therapeutical value, and indications of disease, in which it is ap- 
plicable, which, as often happens, falls into the hands of inexpe- 
rienced persons, who take upon themselves the cecil of 
prescribing for themselves or others. 


I claim that if the physician has the desire to help the drunsiat, 


who is really his assistant, he need have no excuse for using the 


various proprietary compounds, and still less for designating in 
his BR for elixirs, syrups, emulsions, pills, etc., the preparations of 
a certain firm. If your druggist cannot satisfactorily prepare 
the officinal preparations you require, he is unworthy of your 
patronage and should read up or change his profession. 
~The druggist, by neglect or incompetency, has done much to 
place the business on the basis it now has. Let him prepare the 
different elixirs, syrups, etc., in a careful manner, and he can ex- 
hibit to his friends of the medical professiun as elegant products 
as those produced by the wholesalers. Let him cease his custom 
of counter-prescribing and recommending to his customers cer- 


tain favorite patents. If he will do this and announce himself. 


as so doing, he will do much toward regaining the confidence of 
the physicians, and secure their co-operation in his effort to down 
the so-called “ Elegant Pharmaceutical Products” now flooding 
the market. Would it not be well to adopt the plan of our Ger- 


man neighbors, the physicians and pharmacists of oe , and 


in a joint convention similar regulations, 
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“1. It is the business of physicians to cure the sick; that of 
the pharmacists to prepare the medicines. | 

“2. The physicians pledge themselves not to recommend any 
secret remedies to their patients. 

«3, The pharmacists agree not to issue any announcements or 
bombastic advertisements of secret remedies, nor to attach their 
own nor their firm’s name to such as mention the disease or com- 
plaints the remedy is supposed to cure.”’ 

The patronage given by physicians to wholesale houses is to be. 


antagonized in every possible way, as being opposed to the public 
interest. | 


THE TISSUE AFFINITIES OF DRUGS. 


BY H. T. WEBSTER, M. D. 


THE successful treatment of disease with drugs requires a 


thorough knowledge, on the part of the prescriber, of the affini- 


ties existing between the agents employed and the special tissues — 
of the body to be influenced. Every drug possesses a special 
affinity for one or more regions, and this affinity is as constant as 
the attraction of a magnet. This is generally admitted, yet the 
study of drug action in this direction has not been given the 
prominence it deserves. The practice of proving drugs is of 


value in determining the directions of their action, it leads to 
much light in the application of new agents to diseased states. 


Once knowing upon what part a drug acts, we can study it 


clinically. Proving may do still more, it may teach us something 


of the force and quality of a drug as well as determine its di- 
rection of action. 
Vital activity is attended by molecular changes in the tissues. 


These changes cease only with death, but they may be retarded, 


accelerated or perverted. Disease isthen theexisting condition, for 


disturbance of function or of structure or of both is sure to result. 


To remedy this, it is first essential, if we are to control the abnormal 
condition by drug agency, to know what agents will influence the 
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part when introduced into the general circulation. Such agents — 
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exercise an influence upon molecular change, and if we can know 


of an agent possessing an affinity for the part diseased and know 


in addition the character of its influence, we are equipped with a 


knowledge which will enable us to prescribe with something of 


certainty. But if we know of a number of agents possessing the 
affinity, and that these agents influence the part in different de- 
grees and ways, we are still better qualified to reduce the practice 
of medicine to something like a scientific basis. 

In examining this subject we find great difference in the scope 
of individual remedies. Some exert an influence upon entire 


systems, as for instance aconite which impresses not only the 
heart, but entire circulatory system, acting g probably through the 


sympathetic, while others are much more limited in their sphere. 


Few drugs however, are limited to the one region. Phytolacca, 


which markedly and promptly manifests its specific influence on 
the mucous membrane of the fauces and pharynx, also is perhaps 
the most positive agent we know of in its influence in certain 
conditions of the mammary gland. Collinsonia is confined to the 


digestive tract, exerting little marked influence except on the 
lower portion. Cereus Bonplandii affects the heart only, so far as 


is now known. | 

In studying the tissue affinity of drugs, we have found it con- 
venient to group remedies in accordance with the organs or tissues 
influenced. By so doing we are enabled to compare their quali- 
ties and determine the proper one for special conditions, as well 
as localize more particularly the sphere of each. For instance 


_we know of a long list of agents influencing the respiratory mu- 


cous membrane as iodide of potassium, euphrasia, sambucus, 
atropia, bichromate of potassium, arum triphyllum, nitrate of san- 
guinarina, sticta, muriate of ammonium, ipecac, lobelia, tar tar 
emetic, myosotis,’etc. 

We would not expect to prescribe euphrasia or sania or 


iodide of potassium for catarrhal condition of the bronchioles, for 


we know that the affinity of these drugs is exerted toward the 
‘Schneiderian membrane, and while.asthma might be benefited by 
them it would only be in cases depending upon hyperemia of the 


nasal mucous membrane. Neither would we expect to benefit a— 
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laryngitis by the use of tartar emetic. We know its principal in- 
fluence is exerted on the lining of the small bronchial tubes, and 
we would expect to employ this agent for the arrest of a hyper- 
secretion there. Arum, while a splendid remedy for certain 
coughs is by no means a universal remedy. Those depending on 
chronic inflammatory states of the laryngeal mucous. membrane 
would be the ones likely to receive benefit, for there i 1s where the 
drug spends its greatest force. 

While this may admit of some objections, we believe it offers 
to the student one of the most comprehensive plans of pursuing 
the study of materia medica and furnishes a valuable guide for 
practical purposes, in the office, and at the bedside of the patient. 


The worst objection is the imperfection which must yet result 


from a lack of knowledge of means. Yet we believe it will in- 
clude the most known that is of value in therapeutics. We still 


need to study materia medica, for as new methods, and the light 


of the past combine we find gems of knowledge not in new agents" 


alone, but in many of those old and long tried. 


The chemist tells us of molecular changes which go on during 
the reactions resulting from various combinations, but the dis- 
placement of the molecules of one agent by those of another is 
never witnessed by him—is theoretical so far as actual observa- 
tion isconcerned. He is only able to demonstrate results. Inthe 
changes which take place in the histological elements of the ani- 
mal tissues we are just as much in the dark. The movements 
which occur during the imbibition of building material and rejec- 


tion of worn-out substances, are not observable by the aid of any 
microscope or other appliance of art. We must be content with 


the grosser results of these elaborations. So it is with the action 
brought about by drugs in the tissues, they impress certain 


effects upon histological elements, and we observe a change to 


follow—we administer the drug, we realize the result in an altera- | 


tion of the part—further we cannot go. Whether drugs influence 


tissues through their specific affinities for the tissues ‘apparently 
impressed, or whether they invariably act through the vegetative 
system of nerves, as they evidently do in certain cases, is a matter 
of question. Probably in some cases tissues possess within 
themselves an inherent property of selective affinity for certain 
therapeutic agents. 
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RETROSPECTIVE THERAPEUTICS. 


THE therapeutist of to-day cannot rest supinely munching over - 
the materia medica and clinical medicine which he learned in 
college twenty years ago, and expect results which he might 
otherwise obtain. Neither can he expect to be equal to the best, 
unless he keeps up with the current literature, for new facts are 
constantly being developed, and it is only by incessant reading 
that we can any of us keep abreast the times. iS 

_ The tendency with most practitioners is to bring their prescrib- 
ing within the scope of a few well-known drugs. While this 
may be sound practice in general, at the same time we cannot 
afford to ignore the newer candidates on account of the fact that 
“there are just as good fish in the sea as have ever been caught.” 
_ Dr. R. C. Huse, in his prize essay read before the North Essex 
(Mass. ) District Medical Society, began by calling attention to the 
general tendency toward simplicity in therapeutics. The more 
pronounced the action of a drug in health, the more we turn to 
it in the hope of realizing that action in disease. The essayist 
closed with the following summary of the purport of his paper: 
‘What I wish to convey in this paper is this: while we have a 
multitude of new remedies which no man can number, we are 
losing sight of the value of old remedies of positive, and, perhaps, 
unknown value, simply because we do not investigate thoroughly 
their scope. Nor should we employ complicated and heterogene- 
ous mixtures for prescriptions. Make the remedies simple, and 


‘watch the effect of one at atime. Don’t cover up a less potent “y ! | 
remedy with a dose of morphine, which obtunds all the sensibili- | 1 


ties and obscures all the symptomatology.” 

This advice of Dr. Huse undoubtedly sounds the. key-note of 
progressive therapeutics of the present day. There is, certainly, 
a tendency to simplicity in therapeutics, and also to more careful | : 
individualization in the selection of drugs in disease, and to this | i 
end we should all labor. If our medicines are used singly and Abie 
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their action not obscured by narcotics, not only will the results 
prove more satisfactory, but the clinical reports will be of value 
as experience to ourselves and to others. I think that physicians, 
as a rule, depend too exclusively upon drugs as their only thera- 
peutic means. There are many agents besides which may be of 
immense advantage from a therapeutic standpoint. Indeed, if I 
were obliged to discard either, I would discard drugs and retain 
the other means which I have found of such excellent service in - 
the treatment of disease. We would not know how at this day, 
as progressive therapeutists, to dispense with the dietary rules 


_ which are important in every case of illness; with the applications 


of heat and cold, as they may be indicated; with massage and 
electricity when required, with the various baths which have been 


invented, all of which should have a place in our therapoa, and 


a variety of other agents with which observing and skillful prac- 


titioners are quite familiar. — 


The latest therapeutic procedure is that of transferring affec- 
tions from one to another. 

Dr. Charcot has been continuing with considerable success ex- 
periments on hysteric and hynoptic patients. Having satisfied 
himself as to the possibility of transferring paralysis, nervous — 
contractions, and cataleptic symptoms from one patient to another, 
he next set to work to apply the test to hysteric dumbness. It 
is a well-known fact that people afflicted with hysteric epilepsy 


_ suddenly become tongue-tied and remain so for many years. A 


female patient afflicted in this manner but who was otherwise of 
robust constitution, was placed back to back with a woman who 
had been a long time cataleptic. By means of the magnet the 
dumbness was transferred from one patient to the other with the 
same regularity that marked the experiments in paralysis. By 
continuing the experiments Dr. Charcot hopes to be able to com- 


_ pletely restore speech to the tongue-tied patient. ‘The same ex- 


periment was repeated with male patients, and with the same 
promising results. It would, of course, be premature to call Dr, 
Charcot’s wonderful studies pre-eminently successful mm their im- 
mediate results, as exemplified by the strange experiments which 
have been made, but no one can doubt that, like Claude Bernard's 
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in another field, they open up a vast vista in pathological and 
physiological science. 

Potyconum Puncratum (smart-weed, water pepper). —This 
remedy, according to Dr. I. J. M. Goss, is the only successful 
one in retention of urine, from paralysis of the bladder, owing 
to distention or other causes, The aqueous extract is the best 
for this purpose. It is also a very active emmenagogue. 


-CHRYSAROBIN.—Stoegart has treated several cases of infantile | 
eczema by the administration of small doses of chrysarobin. | 


From the one-thirteenth to the one-tenth of a grain was given 
each day. The cure was apes | in all the cases within ten 
days, 

Arctium Lappa.—The common burdock, belonging to the 


composite, has been used for a long time as a sudorific in skin 
diseases.. According to Dr. Reiter, the tincture of burdock i im- 


proves the functions of nutrition, of secretion, and of assimila- 
tion. An alkaloid derived from it, Jappine, can be used in the 
same conditions—e. g., in psoriasis. 
Parraentum the vulgar name of 
escoba amarga (bitter broom) has been used from time immemo- 


rial by Cuban country-people, in the form of a decoction, against — 
fevers of a paludal origin, and the good results were always so 


manifest and clear that physicians, admitting its anti-febrifugal 
qualities, prescribed it unhesitatingly, whenever the salts of 
cinchona were not at hand. Late experiments by a number of 
physicians in Havana enable us to partially appreciate the phy- 


siological action of one of the alkaloids of this drug, namely, 


parthenine. The following is a réswmé of the symptoms and 
changes observed during these experiments: “ Heaviness and 
dullness of head, tendency to vertigo, malaise, apathy, lassitude, 
profuse and very fluid salivation, sensation of heat and weight in 
the stomach, increased appetite, gastric intolerance, nausea and 
vomiting, increased stupor, desire to be quiet, refusal of food, and 
indifference; excitation of the heart beats, or slow beating of the 
heart; depressed circulation, or general functional activity; pulse 
accelerated, or slow, weak, soft, compressible, without dicrotism ; 
progressive slowing of the pulse, followed by syncope, cardiac 
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paralysis (and death); accelerated, or slow, irregular breathing 
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(Cheyne-Stokes); rise and fall of temperature, tremors, shivering, 
diminished perspiration; dilatation of the pupils; convulsions, 
clonic and tonic; muscular relaxation, anesthesia and increased 
urine and saliva. The kidneys were found enlarged and congested, 
with evident signs of sanguineous stasis. The process of coagu- 
lation of the blood was retarded. The red corpuscles increased 
in volume, There was a fall of the blood pressure, and vascular 
dilatation (or reflex origin). The heart was found arrested in 
diastole and the brain anemic. A marked diminution of reflex 
action in the hips and extinction of the voluntary movements 
were noticed; also a transient excitement of the voluntary move- 


ments. And finally, the sensibility and the muscular contrac- 
tility were diminished.” 


Dr. Ramirez Tovar has. reported in several numbers of the 
Cronica Médico-Quirurgica, of Havana, six cases of intermit- 
tent fever treated by him with parthenine, with the best results. 

A.umiIna—Is generally thought of in constipation, but it has 
been frequently used with excellent success in aggravated forms 
of diarrhea, with marasmus, during the period of dentition, es- 


pecially with anemic children who suffer with profuse leucorrhea. 


Bell says, in his work on diarrhea, page 29: ‘It is more fre- 


quently indicated in chronic diarrhea, accompanying chlorosis, in 


slender, delicate girls, with a depraved appetite and the aggrava- 


tion on alternate days. With these symptoms a brilliant cure 


may be expected, including the chlorosis. 
Carzo VEGETABILIS.—For fifteen years Dr. A. P. Macomber 


has always given carbo veg. for epistaxis asthe first remedy. In 


but one case has he had occasion to try another remedy, and in 
that one no remedy was successful. He employs the 5th decimal 
trituration, three powders daily. | 
Inp1igo—Has done good service in whooping-cough with pro- 
fuse nose-bleeding during every paroxysm. It is indicated more 


especially when the bleeding is from the right nostril. 


Ammonium Bromatum.—2d decimal trituration, three or four 
times a day, is recommended by Eichler as a sovereign remedy 
in catarrhal cough and coryza, whether it be fresh or of long 
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standing, whether a stopped coryza or fluent. It also cures 


old chronic coughs quickly and completely, and does good work 
in chronic laryngeal catarrh, from which preachers suffer, as also 
does the nearly related amm. jod., 3d dec. trit. 

OxyGEen.—All careful experiments show that in: healthy, warm- 
blooded animals the inhalation of pure oxygen causes almost no 
increase in the amount of oxygen in the blood. This amount is 
dependent upon another factor, 7. ¢., the amount of hemoglobin 
in the blood. It is the opinion of Rossbach and Nothnagel, that 
oxygen inhaled in any manner whatever, has no other effects in 
kind than the ordinary air supplied in extra abundance. It is 
possible, however, that oxygen may stimulate hematosis just as 
iron is believed to do. Oxygen has been recommended for g 


large number of diseases. The best results appear to have been 
obtained in the dyspnea of pneumonia, asthma, in asphyxiation, — 


gas poisoning and anemia. Its value in chronic disorders of nu- 
trition is still swbh jwdice, and a practical objection to its use is 
the difficulty and expense of administering it in large amounts 
for a considerable period. 


ARANEA D1apEMA.— Under aranea, all the symptoms are worse 
during damp weather, or from dwelling in damp localities. Es- 
pecially is this true with what we may call chronic intermittent 


fever. During this aggravation, the patient complains of chilli- 
ness, followed by little or no fever. The chill is apt to recur at 
some regular period. The spleen-is enlarged and the patient 
subject to hemorrhages. Aranea also cures diarrhea. The 


stools are watery, and are associated with great rumbling of the 
bowels, as from fermentation. The sleep is restless, and the 


patient on awaking feels as if some part of the body were 
swollen. Aranea is useful in toothache, especially worse in damp 
weather, and also as soon as the patient gets into bed—in these 
respects resembling mercurius. This remedy is also indicated in 
diseases of the bones, especially of the os calcis, when there is 
boring, digging pain in that bone. Sometimes the bones feel like 

_ Tueripion.—This spider poison is suited to hysterical women, 
whose minds are very much excited. Time seems to pass very 
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quickly. The patients are talkative. They are subject to head- 
ache, which is usually situated over the left eye, and is aggravated 
by the heat’of the sun and by very slight noises. This headache is 
associated with vertigo and nausea—both worse on closing theeyes. 
Belladonna headache has the same intolerance of noise. Spigelia 
has sharp neuralgic pains over the left eye, but these pains come 
up from the nape of the neck, and pass over the head. The 
spigelia sick-headache is very apt to follow the sun, beginning in 
the morning, reaching its acme at noon, and gradually subsiding 
at sunset. ‘Theridion is also suited to the sick-headache of ner- | 
vous women. They shut their eyes to get rid-of the motion of 
the vessel, and they grow deathly sick. The spine is very irrita- 
ble. So great is the sensitiveness between the vertebre, that the 
patient sits sideways in a chair, in order to avoid pressure of its 
back against the spine. Theridion may also be used in phthisis 


florida, when characterized by hectic flush, and pain in the apex 


of the left lung, going through to the back. In respect to this 
latter symptom, it may be compared with myrtus communis, pix 


liquida, sulphur and anisum stellatum. 


TARANTULA.—Tarantula applies more than any others of the 
spider poisons to hysteria. There is marked spinal irritation, 
and in particular, great excitability of the nerve-terminations. 
The patient keeps the hands in constant motion, trying to work 
off this over-excitability. The playing of a lively piece of music 
excites her, and starts her off to acting like one crazy. 
When there are no observers, she has no hysterical attacks. As 


goon as attention is directed to her, she begins to twitch, etc. 


When she has headache, it is better from boring the head into 
the pillow. Rubbing seems to relieve. | 

Tarantula is palliative in enlargement of the uterus and 
ovaries. There is pain in the uterine region, associated with | 
constrictive headache. There is also burning pain in the hypogas- 
trium and hips, with sensation as of a great weight in the pelvis. 
The menses are profuse, and are followed by pruritus vulva. 
The patient feels sore and bruised all over, particularly when 
moving about. She longs for sleep, but is so nervous that she 
cannot obtain the rest desired. (Compare kali bromatum and 
crocus.) 
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MyeaLe Lasipora—Another of the spider poisons, is one of 
our best remedies for uncomplicated cases of chorea. The 
patient is apt to be low-spirited and depressed. She complains of 
dull pain in the forehead. She has constant twitchings of the 
muscles of the face. The head is often jerked to one side, usually 
to the right. There are also twitchings and jerkings of the 
muscles of one arm and leg, usually the right. Control over the 
muscles is lost. The patient attempts to put the hand up to the 
head, when the hand is violently jerked backwards. An effort 
to talk is made, and words are jerked out. 
The most similar remedy to mygale is agaricus, which also has 
these angular choreic movements. But as a distinctive symptom, 
we have itching of the eyelids, or of different parts of the body, 
as if they had been frost-bitten. The eyelids are in constant 
motion, 

This remedy, after having been { given to a boy for some time, 
produced violent erections of the penis, with very painful curva- 
ture of the organ. This led to the successful use of it in chordee. 

_YeEttow Docx—Is said by Dr. Hale to cure laryngo-tracheal 
cough, violent and incessant, with little or no expectoration, with 
magical rapidity sometimes. If at all beneficial, 
itself at once. 

TURPENTINE.—In the first dec. trituration, 2 or 3 gr. doses 
every two or three hours, is very useful in high irritation and 
congestion of the kidneys. 

Taraxacum—lIs useful in that form of dyspepsia, or condi- 
tion of the system, attended by that peculiar appearance of the 
tongue denominated patchy. 

Curonantuus—lIs indicated in cases in which there is a yellow, 
jaundiced condition of the skin. It is one of the most reliable 
remedies in congestion of the portal circulation. It also seems 
to stimulate the lymphatic system, and to possess some diaphoretic 
and diuretic action. 

Dr. F. E. Smith writes to the Hom. Recorder that he has been 
using a fluid extract of this drug for over two years as a specific 
for so-called sick-headache. It has done wonders for him in that 
disease. He prescribes it as follows: In cases of habitual sick 
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headache 5 gtts. of the second decimal oil three times a day for 
a week, then twice a day for a week, after which the patient only 
takes it when symptoms of the attack show themselves. Dr. 
Smith’s experience agrees with the proving made by Dr. Lawsche, 
published in the VY. A. Journal of Hom., Vol. XIII, 1883, page 
612. 

‘Hyprastis CanapENsis.—From a rigid physiological examl- 
nation of this drug by Fellner, in Vienna, we must conclude that 
it is not only a vaso-motor poison, but also a direct heart poison. 
It produced, likewise, very energetic uterine contraction. Where - 
metrorrhagia is the result of inflammatory conditions of the 
parts, the exhibition of golden seal will prove a success. It also 
acts remarkably well as a tonic and digestive. — 

Dr. Slavatinski suggests that if further experiments show that 
hydrastin may be used without danger to the mother, it may well 
replace the use of instruments in cases where premature induc- 
tion of labor is required. He considers that hydrastin and its 
‘salts are more reliable than other preparations of the root. With 
regard to the dose for therapeutic purposes, he puts the maxi- 
mum daily quantity at 0.3 grm., when given hypodermically, but 

would give doses of 0.5 grm. internally. 

Brucine—In a five-per-cent solution, painted in the external 
auditory meatus, will relieve the pain of furuncles, or of sup- 
puration, and will also prevent pain being felt from the use of 
instruments or caustics. Brucine is also most effectual in reliev- 
ing pruritus of the skin, anus or vulva. It has also been ap- 
plied successfully to the nose and throat. Its action is more per- 
manent than that of cocaine, which latter drug is useless in the 


-SPARTEINE. According to the researches of Germain Sée, an 
aqueous solution of ten centigrammes of sparteine increases in a 
remarkable manner the force of the heart and pulse. Its effects 
are quite as marked as those of digitalis and convallaria, while 
being much more prompt and more enduring. When the pulse 
is irregular, intermittent and arythmic, sulphate of sparteine rap- 
idly re-establishes the normal type. When the circulation is 

_slackened this medicament seems immediately to oppose this func- 
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tional trouble, while maintaining or even augmenting the ac- 


quired force of the heart muscle. In this property of quicken- 
ing the heart contractions, sparteine resembles belladonna. It 
seems indicated whenever the myocardium is weakened, whether 
from fatty degeneration or valvular insufficiency, with failure of 
compensation. 

ErigERoN—Is the most reliable remedy, according to Hale, for 
tympanites occurring during typhoid fever, enteritis or peritonitis. 
Dr. Hale used it internally and locally in enemas, throwing up a 
half to one drachm beaten up with yolk of egg and mixed with a 
pint or more of milk. The most enormous and dangerous tym- 
panites will disappear after a few such enemas. 


-OREODAPHNE Cat.—Dr. J. M. Moore took five drops of tinct-— 


ure and experienced no symptoms except a confusion of the 
head. After six hours ten drops more were taken, and dizziness, 
worse on stooping or on moving about, came on, followed by a 
dull, pressive fronto-occipital headache. This headache passed 


off during a night’s rest. Olfaction of the tincture produces a. 


-more intense headache of a similar nature. After a few inhala- 
tions, often only one, the following sensations were produced: 
An intense aching, with pressure at the inner angle of the orbit, 
right or left, generally left, but never in both simultaneously, ex- 
tending through the brain and across the scalp to the base of the 

occiput. This headache lasted from half an hour to seven hours, 
was aggravated by light, noise and moving, and relieved by clos- 
ing eyes and perfect quiet. 

StropHantuus Hisprpus—Is a plant belonging to the family 
of apocynaceew, and at home in equatorial Africa, where the 
negroes poison their arrows with it. It is, according to experl- 
ments, a strong poison to the muscular fiber. In infinitesimal 
doses it retards the action of the heart, whereas in toxic doses 
the heart stops in systole. This action is brought about entirely 
without the influence of the nervous system. The therapeutic 
action on the heart is accompanied by an increase of tension in 


the arterial system, and sometimes by increased urinary secretion ~ 


and diminished temperature. Five drops of the tincture up to 
twenty may be considered a dose. It differs from digitalis inas- 
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much as it acts with greater force on the heart than on the blood- 
vessels. It ought to be indicated in all cases where circulatory © 
disturbances are of central origin. 

ManzaniTa.—The manzanita‘(arctostaphylos glauca) is a dense 
growing shrub with a peculiar green foliage, which contrasts 
strongly with its thorny, claret-colored stems. Experience has 
proven it to be a most valuable medicine, rivaling and excelling 
in its therapeutic effects many well-known and costly foreign 
drugs. It occurs pretty generally throughout California, in the 
coast valleys and the ranges of the Sierra Nevada, up to near the 
limit of perpetual snow. 
_ The leaves are the portion of the plant used in medicine. 
When chewed they excite to a marked degree the flow of saliva, 
and give a peculiar stron gly astringent, slightly bitter taste, atiee- 
ward sweetish. Manzanita is astringent and tonic, with a specific 
direction to the urinary organs. It would doubtless prove useful 
as an anti-lithic, and cases have been reported of its having been 
extremely serviceable in gravel, acting, as it was thought, partly - 
by direct action on the kidneys and partly by giving tone to the 
digestive system, thereby preventing a secretion or precipitation 
of calculous matter. — 

Diabetes, catarrh of the bladder, incontinence of urine, gleet,. 
leucorrhea, and menorrhagia are among the diseases which would | 
doubtless be considerably alleviated, and in the majority of cases, 
cured by the judicious use of the manzanita. 

The fluid extract, which should be made so that one fluid 
ounce represents one troy ounce of the leaves, can be given in 
doses of thirty to sixty drops three times a day. 

Acipum Arsenic1 Hypriopicum.—Dr. Percy Wilde uses this. 
preparation with success in general debility associated with 
glandular enlargement, and in chronic consolidation of the lung, 
following a low grade of pneumonia, with cough and yellow or 
white expectoration. This frequently precedes phthisis. Again, 
. this acid is used in coryza, in influenza, in sub-acute laryngitis 
with wheezing and whistling sounds and constant hacking cough, 
and also in chronic articular or muscular rheumatism in elderly 
or debilitated people. Useful in acute gout as soon as the inflam- 
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matory symptoms have subsided. , Here it greatly aids in restor- 
ing the use of the foot. 
PELLETIERINE—Has been found by Dr. Galezowski, of Paris, 
to be a remedy for paralysis of branches of the third and sixth 
cranial nerves, improvement or cure having followed in several 


instances after three to six doses. It isalso the most remarkable 
remedy in tapeworm. 


LatHyrus—In a case of complete paralysis of the lower ex- 
tremities (diagnosed “ congestion of the spine”), reported in the — 


Medical Current by Dr. W. E. Reed, the symptoms were similar 
to those of lathyrus sat. 
the sixth attenuation, about four times a day. In forty-eight 
hours there were signs of improvement, and at the end of three 
weeks the patient was out. At the time of the report, eight 
months afterward, there had been no return of the symptoms. — 

Ernoxy-CarFreinE.—This is a new substitution-derivative of 
caffeine. 
ing the circulation, or to any great extent the motor apparatus. 
In man, after doses of four and a half to seven and a half. grains, 
the arterial tension is raised (the pulse increasing two to six beats 
per minute), the face reddens, sweating and a soporous state set 
in. Doses of seven and a haif to eleven grains produce severe 
headache and coma. Doses of one and a half to seven and a 
half grains cause a somewhat sounder sleep than normally pres- 
ent, still larger doses disturbing the sleep. The results obtained 
in Megrim, by Filehne and Dujardin-Beaumetz, were highly sat- 
isfactory. Dujardin-Beaumetz advises giving no larger doses 
than three grains, since seven grains can produce gastric cramps, 
nausea, and even cerebral disturbances. In cases of prosopalgia 
the drug served likewise to bring relief and cause sleep. 

CAFFEINE AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR DiIGITALIS.—Dr. 
Stewart, in an article in the Canada Medical and Surgical 
Journal, says: In the form of a double salt, as natro-benzoate or 
natro-cinnamate, its action may be summed up as follows:— 

1. It strergthens, slows, and steadies a weak, fast, and irregu- 
lar heart. 


2. It quickly acts as a diuretic in cardiac dropsy, owing to its 


This remedy was accordingly given, in 


It causes stupefaction and paralysis without affect- 
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power of (a) raising the blood pressure, and (0) of stimulating 
the secreting structure of the kidneys. — 
3. It is of marked use in the same class of cases as digitalis is. 


It differs, however, from this drug in the following particulars: 


(a) It is less powerful as a cardiac tonic; (6) it is a more power- 
ful and prompt diuretic, and for this reason it gives relief quickly 
from all the troublesome subjective symptoms of cardiac failure. 

The dose of any of the double salts of caffeine should not ex- 


ceed thirty grains in the twenty-four hours, this quantity being 


equal to about twenty grains of the pure alkaloid. Usually half 
the above dose will answer all purposes. The double salts are 
prepared by Merck, of Darmstadt. _ They can be prepared ex- — 
temporaneously. The following formula contains in each table- 


- spoonful about one gramme (fifteen grains) of caffeine :— 


Caffeine, 15.00 or. 230. 
Benzoate of Soda, 15.00 gr. 230. 
Water, 250.00 3 viii. | 
The doses of caffeine usually ordered (two or three grains) are 
quite inadequate to act as either diuretics or cardiac tonics. 
ErcGot.—The noteworthy constituents of ergot have been 
shown by Kobert to be ergotinic acid, which does not promote 
uterine contractions, and cornutine and sphacelinic acid, which 
do. Cornutine acts by influencing directly the center for the 
uterine contractions situated in the spinal cord, but sphacelinic 


acid acts directly upon the uterus itself. And the combined 
action of these two substances is necessary if we wish to produce 


the action of ergot upon the uterus and yet avoid any other un- 
toward effects. Therefore, the only rational preparation for use 
in cases of parturition is one which contains all the cornutine 
and sphacelinic acid, but no ergotinic acid, for the latter is very 
injurious to the stomach, and has no influence upon the uterus. 
An article answering the above indications is prepared and 
supplied commercially by Gehe & Co., under the name of Extrac- 
tum Secalis Cornutino-sphacelinum Kobert. This is, of course, 
not in any way identical with other ergotins now in the market. 
Internally administered, it was, when fresh, exceedingly active: 
producing abortion with absolute certainty in pregnant animals. 
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In the form of pills, it has been employed with success in man to 
stop hemorrhages in various organs, and also in the treatment of 
vascular dilatation in cutaneous diseases. Unfortunately, it does 
not keep well for more than six months, and must each. year be 
prepared afresh, Professor Kobert states that neither ergot 
itself nor any of the numerous commercial and Européan and 
American preparations which he has examined have retained their 
therapeutic powers for more than twelve months. Of course the 
-ergotinic acid remains unaffected, but this is valueless. 
BeRBERIS AQUIFOLIUM.—The fruit of the berberis aquifolium 
and b. repens, known as the Oregon grape, is extensively em- 


ployed by miners and the country-people of the Pacific States as: 


a blood purifier and an anti-periodic, and is also made in confec- 
tions and generally eaten, acting as an anti-scorbutic and claimed 
to be of much benefit to those long deprived of fruit. The root 


is the part of the plant, however, which is used as a therapeutic 


agent. 


Dr. Newlands, of Cincinnati, writes: “I have had the most 


radical effect with the fluid extract of berberis aquifolium in 


treating scrofula, and in my cases of salt rheum and secondary 
syphilis, all persons to whom I gave it got well.” The fluid ex- 


tract is best made by using diluted alcohol as a menstruum, and 
proceeding as per pharmacopeia. The dose is from ten to twenty 
drops, and sometimes more, administered preferably in some 
pleasant vehicle like simple syrup. 

Mimosa Pupica (Choven).—This is an evergreen plant grow- 
ing in the American tropics, said to be possessed of remarkable 
properties. An infusion of the roots produces immediately 
marked aphrodisiac effeets, while an infusion of the leaves and 
branches produces just as marked anaphrodisiac results. The 
Indians produce with it impotence or sexual furor at pleasure. 


If these facts be true, it will undoubtedly prove of great benefit 


to therapeutics. It has not yet been subjected to investigation 
Topot.—This substance has been found to be a powerful an- 
tiseptic, having an anesthetic action and promoting the granula- 


tion of wounds. It is soluble in alcohol, chloroform, ether, and 


slightly in olive oil. It contains nearly ninety per cent of iodine, 
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and is free from the disagreeable odor which characterizes ioduform. 


It is highly recommended for specific and other vlcerations in 


which there is a tendency to gangrene. Buboes may be cured by 
an injection of a solution of one part of iodol to sixteen of alco- 
hol and thirty-four of pure glycerine. It is undoubtedly the com- 
ing dressing for wounds. oe 
-Trrpinot.—Highly spoken of by Professor Dujardin-Beau- 


_ metz as a pulmonary medicament, and particularly recommended 
in catarrhal affections of the bronchi. Dose, one to two minims 


in capsules, dispensed according to Tanret’s formula. 
PyriIDINE.—This new inhalent was first used by Professor Sée, 


of Paris, in the treatment of asthma and dyspnea of the heart. 


One or two repetitions of the inhalation are said to cure dyspnea. 
Kota Nut.—Dr. Hudson reports a case of intermittent and irreg- 


lar heart’s action, with dyspnea and faintness, occurring as a con- 


sequence of endocarditis in a rheumatic subject, in which the use 
of about 150 grs. of kola paste, taken once or twice a day, in 
hot milk, prepared like chocolate, caused great relief. The heart’s 
action became more regular, dyspnoea and faintness disappeared, 
and the violent headaches to which the patient had been previ- 
ously subject, were prevented. The employment of the kola 


seemed to be satisfying to the appetite, and the bodily weight 


increased from ninety-eight to one hundred and five pounds. The 
action of kola is generally attributed to the caffeine which it con- 
tains, but Dr. Hudson states that in this case both caffeine and — 
convallaria had been employed without success, while the action 
of digitalis was only temporary and palliative.—Alfred K. Hulls, 
in New York Medical Times. 


DRUMINE, NEW LOCAL 


THE characteristics and properties of the euphorbiacee are so 


multiple and so different that it is scarcely a matter of surprise 


to learn that one of the order has now been shown to yield an 
anesthetic. Dr. John Reid, of Port Germein, South Australia, | 
has recently obtained a local anesthetic from euphorbia drum- 
mondii, and this drug, for want of a more convenient term, he 
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calls drumine, until chemists give a better name. In his experi- 
ments he used the hydrochlorate, drumini chloridum, very solu- 
ble in water, and obtained in the following manner :— 


A tincture is made with rectified spirit (though he believes 


proof spirit would answer, especially if acidulated with hydro- 
chloric acid), After standinga few days it is evaporated to get rid 
of the spirit; ammonia is added in excess, and the solution filtered. 


The residue, after the ammonia smell is gone, is dissolved in di- 


lute hydrochloric acid, and the filtrate is filtered through animal 
charcoal to destroy the abundant coloring matter, which is inact- 


ive medicinally, but causes a bluish tinge of the skin. The 


filtrate is evaporated slowly, and leaves the alkaloid. It gives 
a colorless solution with little taste, almost insoluble in ether, 
freely soluble in chloroform and water, and depositing from 


solutions microscopic colorless acicular and stellate crystals, the 


latter being more numerous in the deposit from aqueous solu- 


tions. Roughly speaking, the length of the crystals is about one 


to twenty diameters of a white blood corpuscle (or from 4 to 260 
-mmm.). Those deposited from hydrochloric acid solution and 
‘filtered through animal charcoal, are circular or boat-shaped at 


the circumference, and stellate, or perhaps more correctly discs, 


as if formed of concentric circles, andl with radiating or other 
fissures. Under high power the acicular crystals are sometimes 


of a rhomboid shape, and seem less soluble in chloroform; from — 
which it may be suspected that there are two alkaloids, ao 


Dr. Reid was unable to investigate this point. 
Dr. Schomberg, of the Adelaide Botanical Gardens, who de- 


termined the species of the plant for Dr. Reid, states that many - 


sheep and cattle are annually killed by eating it, and that it is 
more poisonous according to the quantity of milky juice which it 


contains. It is said that animals die within twenty-four hours to” 


seven days after eating it, all being paralyzed in the extremities, 
and some hanging the head as though intoxicated, though the ap- 
petite does not seem to be impaired. It is also said that yellow 
eyes, and even jaundice, occur in some cases, Its most remark- 
able and valuable effect, however, isthat of causing local anesthesia. 
When a few drops of a watery solution, estimated at four per 
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cent, was dropped into the eye of a cat, the eye was found in a 
few minutes to be tolerant of contact with the finger, and the or- 
bicularis muscle did not contract firmly as did the other. The 
pupil was not appreciably dilated. Three grains injected sub- 
cutaneously into the back had no other apparent effect than local 
anesthesia. When Dr. Reid applied it to his tongue, nostrils and 
hand, very marked anesthesia was produced; even the sense of 
_ taste for quinine was abolished on the side of the tongue to which 
it wasapplied. Small doses taken internally seemed to produce no 
constitutional effects. In acase of sciatica in an old man, in which 
_hehad tried iodide of potassium and ammonia, the first hypodermatic 
injection of four minims of a four-per-cent solution, enabled him — 
to stand and walk in a short time with comparative ease, the 
pain having disappeared. A second injection, on the following 
day, acted as well, and at the time of writing the report the pain 
had not returned. Dr. Reid used it for cases of-sprain, and the 


“speedy effect is probably sufficient to allow us to bid farewell to 
evaporating and lead lotions. I have seen it work like magic in 
a boy [boil t] the dose being the same, and injected over the ad- 
ductors of the thigh. For si I have dropped it into the eye and 
applied locally with success.’ 
' In regard to the physiological action of drumine: ‘ Where 
death arose from an overdose of the drug, paralysis of the ex- 
tremities occurred. . . and we may suppose that the posterior 
cornua of the cord (sensation) are primarily affected, the poison 
passing to contiguous parts. I am very much inclined to be- 
lieve that reported cases of paralysis are neither more nor less than 
cases in which movements remain, but the sense relations with 
the external world exist to a very limited extent, while motion is — 
still possible. . . It will be seen that strychnia, as an antidote, 
affects only the motor parts, while there is possibly an antago- 
nism to a slight extent between chloroform and the drug. . . 
There seems to be no special action on the pupil, although the 
cornea is insensitive by local application. In no case have con- 
vulsions followed.its use. To sum up: Cocaine seems to have a 
mixed action, sensory and motor, to cause preliminary excite- 
ment—drumine is almost a pure sensory (no action on the pupil) 
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-paralyzer, without preliminary excitement; can be given with 
comparatively slight, if any, risk. A fungus is generated in the 
drug solution after some days. Its uses may be summed up as 
follows: Nerve troubles of a painful character, not due to a con- 
stantly exciting cause which remains potent, operations, irritation, 

edema, sprains, and such like; but I believe there is a brilliant 
future for this drug in the domain of cerebral physiology on ac- 
count of its almost purely topical action. For hydrophobia, and _ 4 
croup with spasms, it would be used fearlessly and applied either * || 
to the nostril, by spray, or with a very fine hypodermic needle into 
the larynx. Those daring spirits who inject antiseptics, e. g., 
corrosive sublimate, to the phthisical lung, will, probably, in this 
drug find a valuable adjunct. Let us hope, from its causing no 

preliminary excitement, it may be useful in peritoneal and bowel 

ailments of a painful nature, whether by hypodermic needle or 
by the mouth. Writer’s cramp and its congeners appear to indi- 
cate its use.” In cases of poisoning by it Dr. Reid would rec- 
ommend Epsom or Glauber’s salts alone, or combined with 
tartar emetic in small doses, with plenty of fresh. food, in order 
to eliminate it and act antidotally. 

Of course the correct interpretation of facts on untrodden 
ground, with a limited supply of a drug, and without such ap- 
paratus for manufacture and experimentation as-would be desired, 
is very difficult; and certainly no one would be inclined to 
quarrel with Dr. Reid for not telling us more about drumine— 
on the other hand, the world is his debtor, especially that portion 
‘of the medical world which is in the habit of making annual ad- 
dresses, and which has been ringing the changes on cocaine for 
two years. Let us hope that, so long as they have no new facts 
to present, they. will at least give part of their attention to dru- 
mine. Dr. Reid’s interesting paper may be found in the “ Awstra- 


lasian Medical Gazette,” of October 15, 1886.— Jour. Am. Med. 
Asso. 


CARD UUS MARIANUS. 


Carpuus MARIANUS is an remedy i in of the 
liver, spleen and kidneys (leucocythemia), when caused by abuse 
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3 of alcoholic beverages, and especially beer, and by prolonged so- 


journ under-ground as in tunnels, mines, etc., and when Ferrum, 
nux vomica, carbo, veg., and graphites, although apparently well 


indicated, are without effect. 


Casz I.—A workman in the gold and silver mines at Bickstein, 
near Gastein, suffered for some years from the disease called in 


Germany Die Bergsucht, or mountain: phthisis, a complex of dis. — 


orders of the stomach, spleen and kidneys, with insomnia, want 
of appetite, mental irritability, languor and general weakness. 
After a fortnight’s ‘use of the drug, in the tincture, four drops 
four times a day, his pale color had given place to a rosy tint; 


his eyes, which before were dim, had become bright; his despond- 
-ency had disappeared, his voice was strong, and the activity of his 


limbs had returned. He said to me, “ You have made a new 
man of me; only now do I understand the value of health.” _ He 


had no return of the trouble. 
Case II.—A cook who had, as in common with most cooks, 


lost her appetite, acquired the habit of taking strong liquors and 


beer. After a time she was found to have cirrhosis of the liver, 
and little by little general dropsy surpervened. Her figure was 


no longer recognizable. Her legs and arms were swollen and as 
hard as wood. The urine was small in amount, the stools pale 


and diminished in quantity. Nux vomica had no beneficial in- 
fluence, but after the use of the tincture of carduus marianus 
four drops per day, the amelioration went on so rapidly that at - 
the end of a fortnight the whole trouble was cured. The cure 


has remained permanent, but the patient has given up her occu. 


pation as cook. 
Case IJJ.—A workman in a brewery became extremely hy- 


dropic, and received a vial containing ten grammes (two and a half 
drs.) of the tincture of card. mar., with like success; but believing 
that the remedy was a purgative, and that four drops were not 
sufficient to cause an evacuation, he took the whole amount in 
one dose without its producing any markedly bad results. It 
cured him very quickly. 

—Observations.—I am convinced that carduus marianus is 
specially indicated when there is a relaxed state of the mucous 
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membrane of the stomach, as evidenced by recurring flatulence 


and diarrhea, espevially when the stools are clay-colored. The 
active part of the remedy is found in the seed coats and not in 


the kernel or nucleus. The color of the tincture ought to be 
a brownish-red. A dose of two or three drops per day will be 
sufficient, and the remedy does not require any particular regi- 


men to be followed. It was a popular medicine in the time 
of Theophrastus, Paracelsus and Rademacher. —lrevue Hom. 


10. 


NIGUAS,’ A PARASITE COMMON TO ‘NORTH. 
ERN MEXICO. 


_ My attention was first drawn to the troublesome and loath- 
some condition produced by ‘“‘niguas” by a case seen with my 
friend, Dr. R. H. L. Bibb, in Saltillo, two years ago. Neither of 
us at that time had ever seen or heard of such an affection, and 
we were forced to regard the case as one of syphilitic ulcers of 
the foot, notwithstanding the fact that there existed no well- 


marked syphilitic history, the patient being a young woman of | 
the poorest class of natives. However, we lost sight of the case 
after having put the patient on syphilitic treatment. Several 


months elapsed before I saw another case, and upon close inquiry 
I found the disease to be very common, especially, I may say 
almost exclusively, among the lower class of Mexicans. This 


condition of things, which gives rise to so much suffering, and © 
which is so rebellious to treatment, is due to the entrance under | 


the skin of “niguas,”’ as they are called by the natives, or which 
are better known to Americans, and those especially of the 
Southern States, as “jiggers,’’ or flesh worms, a most uninviting 
little insect, which produces such ravages when once it gets upon, 
and makes its way under, the skin of a human being. Their 


seat of predilection i is the feet, more especially under the toe nails’ 
and inter-digital spaces; their entry almost exclusively at this 


part of the body is due to the fact that the poorer class of people, 
or ‘‘pelados,” seldom apply soap and water to their pedal ex- 
tremities, and never wear socks or stockings, and the majority 
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only sandals instead of shoes. One can readily imagine, there- 


fore, how easy it is for the insects to gain admittance to a part 
so greatly exposed and neglected as the feet. Hogs and other 
animals, I find upon inquiry, are known also to have large num- 
bers of ‘‘ niguas’’ between their toes. The insect presents the 
appearance of the nit, or the egg of the louse, only being some- 
what larger. I regret that I cannot give the microscopical ap- 


pearance, The insect first manifests itself by an itching or un- 
easy sensation at or near the toes or under the nails, which, by 


scratching, becomes inflamed and gives rise to ulcers, with more 
or less destruction of flesh, in some cases the bones being almost 
denuded. If treatment is commenced early, before much loss of © 


tissue has taken place, the evil can generally be easily remedied, 


but when considerable time has elapsed, the disease tends to be- 
come chronic in character and difficult to relieve; in some cases 
the whole foot is swollen and even abscesses occur, as I have seen 
in a few instances, on the palm or surface. The patient in such 


a condition as this is of course strictly confined to the bed, and © 


needs constitutional, as well as local, treatment. As a rule care- 
ful cleansing and mild local applications is alone necessary, iodo- 
form or oxid, zinc, in the form of the dry powder, being more 
efficacious than ointments. From two to three weeks is the time 
required in mild cases before granulation can take place; on the 
contrary, severe cases may require several months. ; 

I have taken the liberty of trespassing upon the space of your 


valuable journal, as, prior to practicing in Mexico, I had never 


heard of such an affection, and deem it of sufficient interest to 
call the attention of your readers to it, that I may be further en- 
lightened on the subject.—C.. XK. Gregg, M. D., in Daniel’s Med- 


ical Journal. 
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THE OPERATION FOR THE RADICAL CURE OF 
OTORRHGA. 


SincE the foundation of a more correct system of aural pathol- 
ogy, due mainly to the labors of Toynbee, treatment of diseases 
of the ear has rested upon a much more secure basis, although, 
as in all departments of medicine, a great deal of unnecessarily 
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OPERATION FOR THE CURE OF OTORRH@A. > 


meddlesome, not to say injurious, treatment still prevails. In- 
deed, the acquirement of a knowledge of the special anatomy 
and pathology of the ear, together with dexterity in the exami- 
nation of the fundus of the organ, requisite to accuracy in diagno- 
sis as well as to successful treatment, is attended with difficulties 
scarcely exceeded in any other branch of surgery, and compara- 
tively but few have cared to devote their time to research in a 
field apparently so limited. | 

Many of our colleagues can remember when the resources of 
aural surgery were almost contined to indiscriminate syringing 
and the introduction of caustic andi astringent medicaments, and 
we feel sure that no one will regret that in the more irremediable | 
cases of chronic purulency of the.middle ear, a successful surgi- 
cal treatment, promising a radical cure, is likely to take the place — 
of protracted and temporizing methods. This advance has been 
largely due to the operative procedures undertaken for the relief x 
of deafness and tinnitus resulting from chronic catarrhal and 
chronic purulent inflammation of the middle ear, notably by 
Kessel and Schwartze; they have shown that extirpation of por- 
tions, or of nearly the entire transmitting mechanism, was some- 
times succeeded by the disappearance of purulency. In Professor 
Schwartze’s recent work on the surgical diseases of the ear (1885), 
he states that in removing the “ otherwise incurable obstructions 
in the transmitting mechanism of the tympanum,” where great 
deafness and tinnitus existed, the middle ear may be more suc- it 
cessfully treated. Schwartze cites three examples of chronic puru- ee 1 
lent inflammation of the middle ear in which he operated, and ‘ 
he states that, according to Kessell, excision of the malleus may _ 
cure purulent discharge as well as remove distressing tinnitus 
and improve the hearing power “in cases of large defects of 
the drum-head, with caries of the handle of the malleus, when 
the discharge had been considered incurable.” 

Since Schwartze’s operations were, seeming] y under- 
taken where much of the membrana vibrans remained, and i 
probably with a desire to relieve the patient of ‘tinnitus and Ae 
deafness mainly in view, his success in curing the otorrhcea was 


not marked; Schwartze’s operations, however, were seemingly 
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undertaken where a large portion of the drum-head remained, 
with a view mainly to relieve deafness and tinnitus, and as the 
removal of the incus is not mentioned, it was, probably, allowed 
to remain. The incidental relief or cure of otorrhea in his 

cases was not marked, and, moreover, the drum-head was gener- 
ally reproduced. The operation now. practised in this country by 
Dr. Sexton is for the cure of otorrhcea alone, and is exception- 
ally recommended where, from the presence of a portion of the 
drum-head, and a connection between the incus and. stapes, any 
considerable hearing power remains. Dr. Sexton regards it as 
exceedingly important to remove the incus—not the least difficult 
part of the operation. Professor Schwartze removed the malleus 
by casting a snare over its handle, a procedure found to be diffi- 
cult when bleeding was free; besides, it is alleged that the handle 
of the malleus is liable to be broken off by this method. The 
difficulties having been overcome by experience and the use of suit- 
able instruments for the removal of diseased structures, we can- 
not see why, if a cure can be speedily effected by an operation 
‘so safe in skillful hands, excision of the ossicles may not take its 
place in aural surgery. In the cases usually selected for opera- 
tion a morbid fringe of drum-head along the superior margin of 
the tympanic ring alone remains; the diseased malleus and incus, 
usually displaced, are found stowed away as useless rubbish in 
| t eee the attic of the tympanum, while more or less necrotic tissue is 
retained in both the attic and antrum, giving rise to a chronic dis- 

charge which resists treatment.— Medical fiecord. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Turpentine in Typhoid J. W. Renfro, in 


article in a recent issue of the Southern Practitioner, calls atten- 
tion to the value of turpentine in the treatment of typhoid fever. 


He does not specify the particular condition calling for the drug, 
but seems to regard the disease as one which may be specifically | 


combated by it. He proposes to evacuate the bowels with a 
gentle laxative early, his favorite prescription being a combina- 
tion of calomel, ipecac, and potassium nitrate. After this is done, 


“My next prescription,” he writes, “is oil of turpentine in doses of 


three to five drops every four hours.” He believes “that tur- 
_pentine is as near a specific for typhoid fever as quinine is for 


remittent, though more slow in its action.” George B. Wood 


said: “Turpentine will cure typhoid fever in its worst form, why 
will it not cure it in its mildest form? And why will it not keep 
the mildest form from running into the worst form? I have 
never used this remedy but what it gave satisfaction. I have 


seldom failed to use it but what I afterwards regretted it; hence 


I commence with it at first and continue with it until convales- 
cence is fully established. I am in the habit of prescribing a 
mineral acid alternately with the turpentine. I do this believing 
that it retards a waste of tissue.’’ oy 

We have not so much objection to this treatment, as we have 
to some of the methods of old school medicine. In fact thirty 
years ago it was very good eclectic treatment, barring the calomel. 

In “Prof. I. G. Jones’s Practice,’ written more than thirty 
years ago, we find the following: “When the diarrhea is not at- 
tended by hemorrhage or mucous discharges, I have found a 
remedy of great value, perhaps as much so as any other, in the 
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spirits of turpentine given in doses of five, six, or eight drops, 
repeated every two hours. It will not, however, be likely to act. 
favorably in those cases where the tongue is red and smooth.” 

‘‘Goss’ Practice,” a more modern eclectic work, contains the 
following: ‘Towards the end of the second week, if the tongue 
becomes of a bright-red color, then an emulsion of turpentine 
may be used, say five drops to a dram of gum or mucilage, to be 
given every two hours.” Homeopathic writers nearly al] recom- | 
mend it in tympanitis, and in intestinal hemorrhage during 
typhoid fever. . 

Scudder commends the local application of the turpentine to 
the abdomen as a remedy for the tympanitic condition, and also 
enemata of turpentine emulsion, for the same purpose, but he 
evidently has little confidence in it as a remedy for internal ad- 
“ministration. Roberts, in his ‘Practice of Medicine,’ writes 
that where there is much pain or tympanitis, ‘occasionally tur- 
pentine stupes or sinapisms are needed,” also that excessive tym- 
panitis is best relieved by the use of enemata, containing turpen- 
tine and assafcetida, along with the external applications already 
mentioned. Loomis, in his ‘“ Practical Medicine,” writes as fol- 
lows: “‘ When tympanitis has proved a distressing symptom, I 
have usually found relief to be obtained by the application of 
turpentine stupes to the abdomen. Some claim that if turpen- 
tine be administered internally from the beginning to the end of 
typhoid fever, tympanitis and the intestinal changes which lead 
to it and to the diarrliea, are much less severe. JI am confident 
that the turpentine treatment, as it is called, does not have the 
controlling influence over the fever which has been claimed for it, 
but I am certain that it is our most reliable agent for the relief 
of the tympanitis.” 

It is interesting to note this conflict of opinion. It will be ob- 
served, however, that those who commend it most highly, are 
those who are not supposed to be acquainted with the action of 
baptisia, a drug which, without question, aids throughout the 
course of typhoid fever in sustaining the integrity of the intes- 
tine and its glandular structures, and tens to fortify them 
against the final destructive changes to which the disease predis- 
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poses. Modern authority in the old school is evidently not 
disposed to place turpentine in a very high niche as a remedy for 
enteric fever. However, as the disease is without doubt much 
different in different localities and in different endemics and epi- 
demics, the remedy which will act well in one instance, may fail in 
another. It is well enough not to forget nor neglect the old 
remedies. | 

Our experience with terebinthine ; in typhoid fever is somewhat 
limited. We have never believed it a remedy of any great value 
for internal administration, and its taste and odor are so nauseat- 
ing to many as to render it objectionable. Some patients will vomit 
at once after swallowing a teaspoonful of an emulsion containing 
even two or three drops of the drug. We believe we have seen 
good results follow its local application in tympanitis, but we 
have seen aggravated cases of tympanitis recover without any 


local applications whatever, reliance being placed on the proper : 
internal remedies. 


The California Medical College of San Francisco.— 
Arrangements have finally been completed for the removal of our 
college across the bay to the metropolis. This announcement 
will create no surprise among those closely concerned with our 
interests. Much opposition was made to the establishment of 
the school here in the beginning, but its projectors believed that 
Oakland was destined to be the coming center of population and 
learning on the Pacific Coast, and enough funds were subscribed 
to warrant the founding of a college. Subsequent results 
have proven that the venture was a success. We have 
had a good quality of material and fair numbers in our classes, 
and now in all parts of the Pacific slope our graduates are doing © 
successful and reputable work. The college property has been 
placed on a substantial financial basis and we now feel free to go 
where there is a better field for clinics, and to a place better 
known abroad than Oakland. oe 

The people of Oakland are too well off financially to present 
themselves at a free clinic. San Francisco contains thousands of 
families who are glad to avail themselves of such opportunities: 
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Our new ‘sehool then may be expected. to offer better clinical 


facilities than the old one. 


The time of holding the regular course of lectures will be 
changed so that the regular course will occupy the summer 
months instead of the winter. This will permit members of the 
Faculty to give better attention to lecturing than is possible 
during the winter, when there is a much greater press of busi- 
| 
The new college building is “sibanted on ‘Mission Street, No. 
2417, about half-way between Twentieth and Twenty-first Streets. 
This is a good part of the city as regards healthfulness and 


comfort, easily accessible from the ferries and other lines of 


travel, and in a favorable situation for clinical material. The 


lecture and dissecting rooms will be commodious and fully ap- 
pointed, and no pains will be spared to make the institution the 


most desirable one for the obtaining of a medical education in 
the world. If we fall any short of this, it will not be for the 
lack of endeavor. 

Announcements will be out in due season; in the meantime 
anyone desiring fuller particulars, should write to the dean, y,. 
Maclean, M. D., 330 Sutter Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


Elevating the Standard.—We have had something to 
say in the past in favor of a more thorough curriculum and we 
propose to prove our faith by our works, and on the removal of 
our college to San Francisco will require a full three years’ 
course as one of the requisites of graduation. This ought to be 
a source of reputation to us; whether it will be or not remains to 
be proven. Medical students ought to be emulous of the obtain- 
ing of a diploma from an institution which holds its honors high. 
Graduation from a college which does earnest and effective work 
and requires three years, ought to be something of a guarantee 
of superiority over one who graduates on two courses, especially 
if these be attended during the one year. 

Every season a few Californians cross the Rockies to graduate in 
some school which they assert has a “reputation.” We can assure 
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A DIFFICULT OPERATION. 


such that their diplomas are not considered on a par with those 
of the California Medical College by the State Board of Examin- 
ers, for they are bought with a cheap price, and therefore can 
hardly be considered first-class. We would not be considered as 
disparaging Eastern schools, but we know what everybody else 
knows that a three years’ education cannot be obtained in two. 
terms of lectures, even though the teachers be of the best. We 
are willing to test the quality of our graduates as practitioners 
beside that of the ‘bent Eastern 


“A Difficult Operation.” —Under the above head one of 
our Oakland dailies, a few days ago, contained the following rich, 


rare, and racy notice of a surgical operation recently performed 
in this ‘Athens of the Pacific.” 


“A few days ago a very difficult and successful operation was 
performed on a lady in this city. The lady is the wife of a 
prominent citizen of Lake Count y. For some time past she has — 
been suffering from a large tumor in her breast. Dr. F. 8. Bodle, 
an old army surgeon, is a particular friend of the family, and the 
husband asked him to perform the operation. The doctor said 
he would do everything about the case but the cutting, as he did 
not care to cut any friend of his. He was finally prevailed upon 
to tuke the case, and the patient came to this city. She was under 
the care of Dr. Bodle, and it took several days to get her in > 
proper condition for the operation. The physician called in Drs. 
_L. R. Webster and E. M. Patterson to aid him in the operation. 
Dr. Bodle administered the chloroform, and prepared the patient 
for the operation. Dr. Webster performed the difficult surgery, 
and Dr. Patterson took up the blood-vessels and staunched the 
flow of blood. A tumor weighing three pounds was removed 
from the lady’s breast. The patient rallied and is now doing 
well, being able to sit up to-day. The operation was an exceed- 
ingly difficult and dangerous one, and its successful performance 
reflects much credit upon the physicians who undertook the difh- 
cult task. The lady will return to her aoe in Lake County, in 
a few days.” 


“Difficult surgery,” “ exceedingly difficult and dangerous” 
operation, “and its successful performance reflects much credit 
upon the physicians who undertook the difficult task ”—this is 
richness for the medical man who realizes the amount of skill 
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months ago, “a man with the hardihood to tackle a wen.” 


« 


Case. 


a Utopia, and very few brain-workers are exempt from an occa- 
sional season of gastric torment, but we are surprised at the 


in the stronghold of Specific Medication, and in the treatment of 


ure, without question; of “hot water drank freely; of essence 


for the relief of the: pain in the acute phase of the disease. 
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necessary to amputate a mammary gland! We wonder if the 
surgeon who performed the difficult cutting can carve a turkey. 
As he is a member of the Alameda County Medical Society, and 
too virtuous to consult with anybody except the elect, we sup- 
pose of course this notice was inserted without his knowledge, 
and we suppose he will protest against the unwarrantable liberty 
of the reporter who slopped over on this occasion. 

It is but one of the remarkable cures that have been paraded 
in the prints of this city of late, but we reproduce it because it 
comes nearer than the others toward furnishing what editor 
Shrady, of the Medical Record, facetiously demanded a few 


Gastralgia.—The editor of the Zelectic Medical Journal 
suffered from gastralgia during the month of January, and in his 
February editorial recounts some of his experience and furnishes 
an outline of the treatment employed in the management of his 


— We are not surprised that the worthy gentleman should have 
suffered from a painful disease of the stomach, Cincinnati is not — 


dearth of wisdom displayed in the selection of therapeutic agents 


its author. 
The treatment referred to consisted of rest, an eiiaaaaatines 


of peppermint, added to relieve flatulency, and gelseminum 


Electricity gave prompt but temporary relief; hot applications 
and chloroform locally afforded little benefit. Turpentine and 
olive oil were applied to the abdomen and all painful parts, The 
cure was aided by pepsin, the sulphites, and minute doses of 
podophyllin.” The writer states that the cure came slowly, there- 
fore the treatment could not have been eminently successful, and 
we would not have expected it to be. 

The majority of the agents are of a character to afford tempo- 
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rary relief only, in neurosal states of the digestive apparatus. 
If we except gelseminum, not one of the drugs directed to the 
relief of pain could be expected to afford more than momentary 
benefit. The pepsin and sulphites were probably indicated. The 
principal remedies seem to have been aimed at effects rather than 
causes, or at the seat of the irritation, the solar plexus. Evi- 
dently here is where therapeutic measures should have been 
‘directed. | 
Nux vomica and bryonia would have been much more appro- 
priate remedies here. Colocynth, while credited with value in 
neurosis of the intestine principally, most certainly exerts an 
influence upon all parts supplied by the solar plexus, and we 
have seen it, as well as its therapeutic relative, dioscorea, afford 
prompt relief in gastralgia. Minute doses of caulophyllin or 
pulsatilla would have promised more for permanent relief than 
all the treatment employed. — 
Schussler gives us for pains in the stomach which grow worse 
by pressure on the pit of the stomach or on taking food, or if 
vomiting of food occurs, Ferric Phosphate. Cramping of the 
stomach, spasmodic or with continued tight sensation as if laced, 
or gnawing pains with flatulence unrelieved by belching of wind, 
Magnesium Phosphate. Pains of the stomach with accumula- 
tion of water in the mouth, Sodiwm Chloride. Pressure and a 


sensation of fullness, with yellow, slimy coating of the tongue, 
otassium Sulphate. 


Exceedingly Sad.—The Practitioner for Feb- 
ruary contains an article by 8. P. Crawford, M. D., of Stockton, 
Cal., on “ Medical Laws,” in which the writer bewails the con- 
dition of medical legislation in this State. The burden of his 
complaint is the fact that the allopathic school is brought down 
on a level with isms, homeopathy, and eclecticism. According to 
this writer all the licensed quacks of the State have been legalized 
by the irregular boards. He fails to mention those holding di- 
plomas bought outright from a certain “regular” school in this 


State, who have never been inside its walls. This we would 
naturally expect. 
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It is asad fact not only that. allopathic medicine must meet 
other schools on equal grounds legally, but that it also must be 
obliged: to come down on a level with them and appropriate their 
remedies in order to maintain an existence. It was sad that 


it should have been obliged to appropriate our podophyllin, our 


gelseminum,our McDade’s formula for syphilis, our rhus aromatica, 
and many other agents indelibly stamped with the eclectic mark. 


_ It is a pity that regular medicine cannot have the privilege of the 


sow, which devours its own ofisprin g. This is what it wishes 
and nothing less. — 

‘“‘Regularism”’ has made its record on the Pacific Coast, and 
let other schools be as bad as possible, it will manifest good taste 


by letting the dead past bury its dead. We are willing to go as 


far as it dare go in suppressing quackery and maintaining re- — 


spectability. In our own city of Oakland, no eclectic has yet, to 
our knowledge, published accounts of remarkable cures or opera- 
tions in the daily prints, and we do not expect to see it done. 


Our “regular” brethren monopolize that business. 


Board of Examiners.—The Board of Examiners elected at 


the last meeting of the State Society, has been duly organized and 


meets at the office of the secretary, G. G. Gere, M. D., 120 Post. 
Street, San Francisco, every second Monday in the month, at 4 
p. M. President of the Board, D. Maclean, M. i 330 Sutter 
Street, San Francisco, Cal. 


Mistakes Will Happen.—Our readers will remember having 
seen a list of appointments to the National. We would state 
that the wrong list got into our hands and was published. A 


correct list will appear sometime in the near future. == M. 
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Dr. C. E. Barnpripar, of the class of ’86, writes us that he 
has located at Stockton, and that business is first-class. Stay 
with it, doctor, perseverance and industry will make it. 


THE Pitisburg Medical Journal tells the story of a surgical 


exploit extraordinary. A young lady had her finger caught in 
the valve of an air gun. A physician being called, after careful 
consideration, decided that the only means of releasing the finger 
was to amputate it. This being done, the gunsmith arrived and 
proceeded to release the amputated finger, by boring a hole in the 


chamber in the gun.— American Lancet. 


Warts.—It is now fairly established that the common wart, 
which is so unsightly and often proliferous on the hands and face, 


can be easily removed by small doses of sulphate magnesia taken | 
internally... M. Colrat, of Lyons, has drawn attention to this— 
extraordinary fact. Several children treated with three-grain 


poses of Epsom salts, morning and evening, were promptly cured. 


M. Aubers cites the case of a woman whose face was disfigured by | 


these excrescences, and who was cured in a month by a drachm 


and a half of magnesia taken daily. Another medical man re- 


ports a case of very large warts which disappeared in a fort- 


night from the daily administration of ten grains of the salts. 
—Medical Press. 


CrpA.—There is no vegetable ers has such a nauseating 
odor, and yet which to lovers of it is so delicious and healthful 


as the bulb of the allium cepa (onion); but, since discovering that 


Listerine possesses the power of effectually masking their odor, I 


eat them almost daily, and immediately afterwards, before the 


completion of the meal, 7. ¢., before dessert, I take one teaspoon- 


ful of. Listerine, and nobody ever smells the disagreeable odor of 


onions on my breath. Whilst this may not be regarded as an 
essential medical contribution, yet as the Brief is a medium for 


the interchange of thought, this item may be classed as a sug- 


gestion for the suffering doctor, or for the suffering patient, 
according to the necessity of self-defense.—Charles KX. Cutter, 
M. D., in Medical Brief. 


DIsEASES OF THE TEETH INDICATIVE oF Nasa DISEASES 
(Ziem, Med. Chron.)—Diseases of the teeth are often indicative 
of abnormal conditions of the nasal cavities and their sinuses, 


more especially of the superior maxillary sinus. Such results 
may exist as reflexes, swelling of the cavernous textures of the 
turbinated bodies, suppuration in the nasal passages or maxillary 
sinus, and, lastly, in the various conditions produced by hypertro- 
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phy and growth of the teeth. Stoppage of one or both nasal 
passages has often its origin in carious teeth, generally in the 
upper, but sometimes also in the lower jaw. By diseases of the 
teeth or their periosteum, irritation of the filaments of the spheno 
palatine ganglion may be occasioned, leading to hyperemia of the 
mucous membrane, of the soft palate and nose, or of the gums, lips, — 
and cheeks, besides changes in the nasal secretion and temperature. 


The author mentions two cases in which periodical attacks of 


redness of the skin of the nose, with stoppage of the nasal pas- 
sage of one side, was cured by the extraction of a carious tooth. 


The affection of the teeth is not necessarily accompanied with 


pain. If the caries is extensive, extraction is recommended; 
if circumscribed, careful filling. The author also cites instances 


where the reverse occurs, diseases of the nose causing pain 1 in the 
teeth. 


Dr. Hoimes’s Country Docror. —Dr. O. W. Holmes makes 
one of the characters in “ Elsie Venner’’ say: “ Oh, yes! country 
doctor—half a dollar a visit—ride, ride, ride all day—get up at 
night and harness your own horse—ride again ten miles in a snow- 


_ storm—shake powders out of two vials—(pulv. glycyrrhiz., pulv. 
‘gum acac, aa part. equales )—vide back again, if you don’t hap- 


pen to get stuck in a snow-drift—no home, no peace, no contin- 


‘uous meals, no unbroken sleep, no Sunday, no holiday, no social 


intercourse, but one eternal jog, jog, jog in a sulky, till you feel 


like the memory of an Indian who has been buried in a sitting | 


posture, and was dug up a hundred years afterward.” 


Keep Your Mepicines WELL Corkep.—Attention to our lit- 
tle comforts is appreciated by most persons. We are led to this 
observation by noting the endeavor made by Lloyd Brothers, to 
save trouble to those who use Specific Medicines. Accompanying 
every four-ounce bottle, is an extra cork. ‘This seems a little 
matter, but it sometimes saves an entire bottle of medicine to a 
physician. Original packages have close-cut corks that are de- 
stroyed when extracted. Often a physician’s office is destitute 


of the proper assortment of corks, and the medicine would evapo- 
rate or become filled with dust if it were not for the extra cork. — 
‘Specific Medicines are very reliable, and used in small doses a 


four-ounce bottle lasts a long time, and the manufacturers do not 


propose that they shall be lost to the purchaser by want of a 
good cork. | | 


Two New Remepies For Ut.cers.—The well-established 
hemostatic action of solutions of antipyrin prompted Dr. Bosse 
(Berliner Klinische Wochenschrvft, 33, 1886,) to employ it in a 
case of varicose ulcer, in which a profuse hemorrhage occurred 
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from an arroded vein. He dusted the surface freely with antipy- 
rin, and put on a compress of absorbent cotton and a bandage. 

After three days the dressing was changed, and the whole ulcera- 
tion was found to be covered with healthy granulations. He 
therefore continued to apply the antipyrin for ten successive 
days, and thereupon dressed the granulations with a two-per-cent 
ointment of nitrate of silver. The result was that the ulcer, 
which was as large as the palm of the hand, was healed in about 
three weeks. Thirty similar cases were treated with equal suc- 


cess. Bosse, therefore, recommends antipyrin as promoting the 


development of granulations in atonic ulcers and fistule. Ac- 
cording to Martin, suppositories composed of cocoa-butter and 
ten grains of antipyrin afford great relief in hemorrhoids and 
fissured anus, and may cure. Dr. A. Sydney Reynolds, in the 
Medical News, gives the result of his experience with sub-iodide 
of bismuth in the treatment of ulceration. Its therapeutic and 
physical properties may be summed up as follows: (a) It sub- 
dues the inflammatory process. (6) It substitutes the inflam- 
matory regeneration of tissue with a neoplastic force, which 
closely simulates normal embryonic histo-genesis. (c) It is, by 
its action, a@ vital aseptic. (d) It prevents the formation of pus. 


(e) It lessens direct and reflex irritability. (/) It is so bland | 


and unirritating that it can be used on any surface. The sub- 
iodide of bismuth, by virtue of these properties, is almost a 
specific for ulceration. 


-Ricumonp, VA. November 9. 1886. 
Messrs. BatTLeE & Co., St. Louis, Mo. —Gentlemen: i have be- 


fore me two samples of Bromidia purchased from different drug 


stores in this city. They are, apparently, so different in appear- 
ance, taste and therapeutic effects that I want you to write me 
which one is made by you and which is spurious. 


Sample No. 1 is reddish-brown in color, slightly opaque, and 


not very disagreeable to the taste. The dose of one or two 


drachms has a decided hypnotic effect. 


Sample No. 2 is of a light greenish-brown color, perfectly 
transparent and intensely disagreeable to the taste, being bitter 
and acrid, and bearing evidence of containing no coloring matter 
whatever. The dose of one or two drachms does not have as 
decided and prompt an effect as in the case of No. 1. 

I write you for information on the subject, as I frequently 
prescribe Bromidia and am often disappointed in the effect. 
Both the samples of which I write were purchased from drug- 
gists who are considered reliable and first-class in every way, but 
there is certainly something wrong somewhere, and | must find 
out where it is or quit writing for Bromidia altogether, for. unless 
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I know where my prescriptions will be filled, I am by no means 
certain of the effects upon my patients. 
Trusting that you will favor me with as early and eicplictt a 


‘reply as possible, 1 remain, — Very respectfully yours, 
Cuas. H. M. D. 


RicHmonpD, Va., January 17, 1887. 

Messrs. BatTLE & Co., St. Louis, Mo.—Gentlemen: Your 
favor of the 13th inst. is just at hand, I owe you many apolo- 
gies for not answering yours of November 16, but was under 
the impression till now that I had done so. The bottle of 
Bromidia came safely to hand and satisfied me beyond a doubt 
that the article (sample No. 2) I had been getting in my pre- 
‘scriptions was spurious and totally unlike the genuine, both in 
physical appearance and in therapeutical effects. I send you sam- 

pe by. express, and chat you will pardon my unintentional a. 

Yours very truly, 


-Cuas. H. CHALKLEY, M. 


Dr. KARCHEYSKI mentions in the Russkaya Meditsina that 
he has successfully treated some patients who had been bitten 
bya rabid wolf, with cantharides. The wolf attacked three men, 
inflicting on the first a large and deep wound in the left groin, a 
piece of skin several square inches in area being torn off. The 
other men were wounded in the face, legs, and arms, but more 
superficially. Still the bites of a rabid wolf are peculiarly dan- 
-gerous. Cantharides plasters were applied to all the wounds 
and powdered cantharides were administered to each of the three. 
patients in doses of a grain a day. ‘The internal administration 
was continued for a week, till the patients complained of some 
heat in the urethra. Seven months have passed, and all the 
patients are still perfectly healthy. 


AT a recent meeting of the Anatomical and Pathological 
Society of Brussels, M. Destree called the attention of the mem- 
bers to the fact that cases of croup had been greatly and steadily 
on the increase in Brussels, so that croup and diphtheria were now 
- epidemic there; and he ventured to suggest that there might be 

‘some connection between the keeping of pigeons and the occur- 
‘rence of these diseases. He pointed out that Emmeriels, of 
Munich, had found the microbe of diphtheria in these birds, and 
he had met with three cases of croup in families where pigeons 
were kept, in all of which cases signs of the disease had ap- 
peared in the pigeons. M. Destree hoped that members would 
bear this matter in mind, in order that it might be further eluci- 


dated.— Analyst. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


CASES OF SKIN ERUPTIONS AND SYPHILIS TREATED WITH 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE. By Mr. James Start, 
Late Honorary Surgeon and Lecturer, St. John’s Hospital for Skin Dis- 


eases, London; Honorary Consulting Surgeon to the as sates Public Hos- 
pital for Skin Diseases. 


It appears to me that the “ Acid ‘Phosphate ” ¢ originally pre- 
scribed by Professor Horsford, of Cambridge, U. 8. A., is not so 
well known in this country as its merits deserve. A gus at 
the formula will however readily convince one of its value in 
suitable cases. Each fluid drachm gives on analysis 


grains of free phosphoric acid, and nearly four grains of phos-— 


phate of lime, magnesia, iron and potash. The following are a 


‘few brief notes of some of the cases in which I. have prescribed 


it with complete success. 

Mr. G. aged 69, consulted me in November, 1885, for eczema 
on the arms, legs, palms of the hands, and trunk. The patient 
complained of much debility and nervous exhaustion. He was 
a man who had led a very busy life, with much worry. In 


December, 1885, I prescribed Horsford’s acid tonic with much 


good effect, as in February, 1886, I heard that he was quite 


Mrs. S8., aged 46, consulted me in December, 1885, for psoriasis, 


all over the body, more or less, especialiy on the legs and arms. 


In January, 1886, 1 prescribed a teaspoonful of the acid tonic 


three times a day with marked good effect. Patient had been 

much exhausted by continuous nursing on an invalid mother. 
‘Mr. C., aged 64, consulted me in September, 1885, with one of 

the worst attacks of late syphilis I ever saw. After he had been 


relieved from the distressing symptoms, and ulcerations, I pre- 


scribed the acid tonic for epileptiform fits from which he suffered, 
with excellent results. 

Mr. McJ., aged 63, consulted me in November, 1885,for lichen 
ruber, which was accompanied with intolerable itching. He was 
a nervous, irritable man. I prescribed the acid tonic with the 
effect that in December he presented himself quite convalescent. 


— Medical Press, London, England. 
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50 THE DIETETIC ANNUAL FOR 1887. 


A copy of this now lies on our table. The study of the medi- 
cal man of the future will be how to nourish his patient so that 
the proper equilibrium which constitutes health may best be ob- 
tained. The human body is in constant transition. The parti- 
cles of which its structure is constituted are not the same in 

position and relation for any two minutes in succession. It there- 
fore behooves a man to be. well posted in dietetics and have at his 
tongue’s end what his patient should eat. This little work gives 
the rules for diet in many diseases together with many extracts 
from the writings of J. Milner Fothergill, M. D. Altogether the 
work 18 very inter esting and instructive. 
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DISEASES OF THE LUN GS AND PLEURA, INCLUDING CON. 

SUMPTION. By R. Douglas Powel, M. D., " London, Fellow of the 

Royal College of Physicians; Physician to the Middlesex Hospital 

and to the Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest, at 

Brompton; late Assistant Physician and Lecturer on Materia Medica 

at the Charring Cross Hospital. Third edition, rewritten and en- 

larged, with illustrations, including two lithographic plates; being Vol. 

XI of Wood’s Library for 1886 (12 vols. in set, price $10). New 
York, William Wood & Company. _ 


The present volume is an amplified edition of the work on Con- 
sumption and on certain Diseases of the Lungs and Pleure, 
which was published in 1878. The entire work has been recon- 
sidered, and for the most part rewritten; and new chapters have 
been added on the Physical Examination of the Chest; on 

Asthma, on the Etiology of Phthisis; on the complications of 

Be Phthisis; on the Surgical Treatment of Pulmonary Cavities; on 
i Hydatid of the Lungs, and on Mediastinal Tumors. The 
8 prophylaxis and treatment of consumption has, contrary to the 
@ general plan of the book, and with the view of avoiding repeti- 
a tions, been dealt with in chapters apart from those in which the — 
| | varieties of the disease are described. 
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